
 

Winter Swimming Association of Australia 
 

WSAA – Annual General Meeting 

26 April 2025                                                          Location: Maroubra Seals Club 
 
ATTENDANCE: As noted in attendance Book 

1. MEETING COMMENCED 12.12pm 
 

2. Attendees Welcomed from the President, Mr Neville Barker, and apologies 
noted given – see Attendance Book. 
 

3. Minutes Silence as Respect of passed Members.  It was noted there were a lot of 
members who had passed since the last AGM.  Some that the Association had 
been notified of are as follows:  Bondi Icebergs: Robert Francis Ryan, HLM; 
Reg Chappell, HLM; George Cragan, HLM; John Bailes, HLM, Ronald ‘Lofty’ 
Petrie, HLM; Ken Eastment, LM; Neil Rogers; John Nurmi; Brian Hutchinson; 
Lloyd Greenwood; Jim Robinson; Kieran Speed; Kenneth Davies; Peter Kane; 
Edwin Wildie; Anthony Anderson; John Peaty; South Maroubra Dolphins: 
Terry Wood; Frigid Frogs: Ross Ryan; Brian O’Calligan; Polar Bears: John 
Suann, Patron; Dennis Ford, Patron, Bob Fraser. 
 
All in attendance stood to face the water for a minutes silence for those listed 
above, and any other members who had passed during the last 12 months. 
 

4. Approval of 2024 minutes – Bruce Sweeney, North Narrabeen Shivering Sharks 
/ Seconded by John Stapleton, Wobby Gongs.  The only change to be made to 
the 2024 Minutes – it was incorrectly mentioned that John Sewen had passed.   
 

5. Correspondence in/out – nothing to note. 
 

6. 2024 Financial report tabled by Treasurer – Anne Cullen.  Report noted.  Noted 
that the accounts have not yet been audited.  Don Gain – Patron has reviewed.  
They will be audited shortly. 
 
Accepted:  Mick Gray – Maroubra; Seconded: Bruce Sweeney – North 
Narrabeen Shivering Sharks. 

 
7. Presidents Report – Neville Barker.  Thanked all for the carnival for last year, 

and efforts. Was cold, but other than that – all positive feedback received.  



 

Spoke about potential club hosting the 2026 carnival.  Clovelly Eskimos 
representative here today and will provide an update for the 2025 carnival.  
Thanked all for attendance, and appreciated your input to making the association 
what it is. 
 
 

8. Election of Office Bearers.  The following were elected unopposed for 2025: 
Patron:  Don Gain 
President: Neville Barker 
Vice President: Paul Chipchase 
Secretary: Bec Karp 
Treasurer: Anne Cullen 
Carnival Dir: Michael Ryan 
Comm Pers 1: Mick Gray 
Comm Pers 2:  Peter Cullen 
Referee:  Don Gain 
Dep Referee: Thomas Hetherington 
Registrar: Peter Cullen 
Ass Registrar: Anne Cullen 
Chief Judge: Steve Goddard 
Chief Marshall: Vacant 
Chief Timekeep: Nickie Vinnicombe 
Announcer: Nick Nezval 
Pub. Officer: Rebecca 
Carnival Sec: Lyn Chapman 
Host Club Rep: Chris Murray, Clovelly Eskimos 
Hon. Auditor: Geoff Thoroughgood 
 

9. Update on 2025 Winder Swimming Titles at Maroochydore:  Chris Murray 
provided the following update:  Carnival will be taking place on Sunday 21st 
September, 2025 at the Cotton Tree Aquatic Centre. Maroochydore. Chris went 
through the logistics for the carnival and provided an update to attendees. One 
delegate from each club to be in attendance at the Friday evening, to receive 
wrist bands.   
 
Further correspondence will go out to all clubs closer to the event.  Today is just 
an update for members.  
 
Waiver will be required to be signed by all member clubs due to depth of the 
end of the pool.  This is to cover insurance purposes. 



 

 
 

10. Selection of Host club or nominees for 2026. 
As President has briefly mentioned, one club has shown an interest, but nothing 
can be confirmed until June.  The President emphasized to members that there is 
a hope that member clubs are never out of pocket when hosting the carnival.   
MR advised members that for last years’ carnival we were provided a grant from 
the local council which greatly assisted with covering the costs of hosting.  Also 
mentioned that there is also a grant sitting with Gold Coast pool to host a 
carnival at their venue.   Mentioned that it is proving difficult to host carnivals in 
Sydney, we need to start looking at other venues. 
 
 

11. Venues and dates for future council meetings for 2025: 
Bondi Icebergs on 28th June, and 16th August – Maroubra Seals.   
 
 

12. General business: 
 
Constitution Changes: The President advised Members that we are proposing to 
amend the current constitution in particular clauses around meeting dates, and 
AGM.  Members were all in agreeance with this change to go ahead.  A marked 
up version of the proposed changes will be sent to Members, and an 
Extraordinary General Meeting will be held in due course to have these changes 
approved by Members. 
 
August meeting will be held where Carnival entries will be received at this 
meeting.  Members were advised that Lyn Chapman will still be doing the 
entries for the carnival. 
 
Action item: Member Logos and contacts. If all members could please send an 
electronic version of their logo to the Secretary, along with updated contact 
sheets – the WSAA website can be updated accordingly. 
 
Mick Gray – Maroubra – asked about Accommodation for Maroochydore – 
some members advised they were having difficulty locating accommodation.  
Also noted that the carnival is taking place during school holidays.  Member 
clubs advised to try and get in early. 
 
The President spoke of an issue that arose at the Orange Carnival.  The issue of 
men/women clubs -single sex / both sex etc.  If there are issues on this – this is 



 

out of our jurisdiction – it is a club policy, not an Association.  Clubs run 
entirely up to themselves.  Please all be mindful of this. 
 
Life Membership applications: 
 
The President advised members that 2 nominations have been received: 
 
One for Michael Ryan (nominated by Don Gain), and one for Anne Cullen 
(nominated by Neville Barker).   
 
Bruce Sweeney – 2nd the nomination.  Unanimous agreeance from the members 
present for both nominations. 
 
Congratulations to both Michael and Anne. 
 
 

13. Referee’s report from the Orange Carnival 2024. 
Delivered by Race Director – Michael Ryan. 
 
Copy will be provided/sent out with the AGM minutes. 
 
Question was raised from the floor (Stanwell park) – about sizes of clubs that 
host the carnival.  MR responded by advising that all clubs should “break even” 
when running, and not out of pocket.  A lot of the expenses for the carnival are 
paid for by the Association.  There are only a few out of pocket expenses that 
the club needs to be aware of. 
 
 

14. Close of meeting 
 
The President thanked all for their attendance.  Meeting closed at 1.15pm. 
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